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What is dogging?
Dogging work is defined as work that includes slinging loads, selecting and inspecting 
lifting gear and/or directing a crane operator in the movement of a load when the load is 
out of view of the crane operator. 

The dogger is responsible for inspecting the lifting equipment.
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This element covers performance criteria:

1.1 Site information is obtained and related to the task.

1.2 Hazards and potential hazards associated with the slinging and directing of  
 loads are identified.

1.3 Hazard control measures consistent with appropriate standards are    
 identified  to ensure the safety of personnel and equipment.

1.4 The weight, dimensions and centre of gravity of the load are identified and  
 assessed.

1.5 Suitable lifting/slinging points on the load are identified.

1.6 Appropriate lifting equipment needs are assessed.

1.7 Appropriate communication methods are assessed with crane operators and  
 other appropriate personnel.

1.8 Manufacturer’s specifications/information is obtained for special loads where  
 necessary.

Element 1

Plan job
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Element 1—Plan Job

Theory Training Task 1
Performance Criteria: 1.1

Before starting any job on a worksite it is important you talk to appropriate 
people to find out about any site rules, procedures or policies that may affect 
the way you carry out the work.

Performance Criteria: 1.1

Find out about the site
Before you start working on a new work site you 
need to get information about the site. Talk to 
your supervisor and workmates, and read any 
information to find out about the site.

Performance Criteria: 1.2

Hazards
A hazard is anything that can hurt you or others while you work.

You need to know (identify) workplace hazards before you start 
work. Look for hazards. Look above you, look around you, and 
check the ground below you.

b)  List three (3) local conditions you should check a site for.

1) 

  
2) 
 
3) 

a) List three people you may need to check with about site hazards and issues related  
 to working on a site.

1) 

 
2) 

 
3) 
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Element 1—Plan Job

b) Tick any of these hazards you may have come across in past/present workplaces.

Theory Training Task 2
Performance Criteria: 1.2

A dogger should know what hazards to look for in the workplace and the kinds 
of situations that may cause them. You should be aware of possible hazards 
above head height, between ground and eye level and below ground level.

a) Give examples of hazards you should look for before you begin work

Above head height

Ground level to eye level

Ground level (and below)
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Element 1—Plan Job

Theory Training Task 3
Performance Criteria: 1.2

a) List all the hazards (dangers) you can find in the picture below.

b)   Can you explain why the people in this picture might create hazards if 
you were doing dogging work in the area?
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Element 1—Plan Job

c)  Can you think of ways to make sure these people do not get in the way while 
you are working?

Theory Training Task 4
Performance Criteria: 1.2

You are going to use a slewing crane to move a load.

a)  What are the hazards for personnel or objects near the chassis and outriggers of 
the crane?

b)  How could these hazards be controlled?
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Element 1—Plan Job

Storms/heavy rain

a)  

b) 

Theory Training Task 5
Performance Criteria: 1.2

  High winds can be very dangerous to 
operate in. Always make sure that the wind speed is 
at a safe level for moving the load. 

a)   Name two hazards that can be created by strong 
  winds.

1)

 
2)

b)  Name two hazard controls you could use to reduce the risks created by the windy 
conditions.

1)

2) 

Theory Training Task 6
Performance Criteria: 1.2

a)  What hazards can be created by the following weather conditions?

b)  What would you do in these circumstances?

Answer may include but not limited to:
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Element 1—Plan Job

Direct sunlight

a) 

b) 

Lightning

a) 

b) 

Theory Training Task 7
Performance Criteria: 1.2

It is important you learn to properly assess and sling a load. Failing to do this 
may create hazards for personnel and equipment. 

Describe three hazards that may occur if the load is too heavy or is slung incorrectly. 

1) 

2)

3)
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Element 1—Plan Job

Theory Training Task 8
Performance Criteria: 1.3

The Hierarchy of Hazard Control is a list of control measures that can be used 
to eliminate or minimise exposure to a hazard in the workplace. 

a) List the six levels of the Hierarchy of Hazard Control.

b) What is the first thing you should try if you find a hazard?

Performance Criteria: 1.3

Controlling hazards
You have found the hazards in your work 
area. Now you must choose which hazard 
controls you will use. These controls will 
reduce the chance of being injured or 
damaging property and equipment. The 
hierarchy of hazard control tells you the 
steps to take.

A risk is the chance of a hazard injuring a 
person. In other words, what is the chance 
of the hazard hurting you?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.  
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Element 1—Plan Job

Theory Training Task 9
Performance Criteria: 1.3

Give an example of why you might wear each of the following Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE).

Safety shoes

Face mask Safety glasses Safety glovesSunglasses

Long-sleeve topHard hat Ear protection
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Element 1—Plan Job

List three things you could do if you wanted to work closer than the allowable safe working 
distances in your state or territory.

1)  

2) 

3)  
  

Theory Training Task 10
Performance Criteria: 1.3

  Check the safe working distances for powerlines in your state or territory. 

How many metres is the NO GO zone for distribution 
lines on poles in your state or territory? 

The No go zone for   (State/territory) 

is  metres.

Theory Training Task 11
Performance Criteria: 1.3

A job may require you to work closer to powerlines than the allowable safe 
working distance. 
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Element 1—Plan Job

Theory Training Task 12
Performance Criteria: 1.3

You are doing dogging work that requires you to handle 
hazardous materials. 

Where would you find out the correct hazard control measures 
for dealing with them?

Theory Training Task 13
Performance Criteria: 1.3

Working under the guidelines of a ‘High Risk’ licence means you have to work 
in accordance with various laws, standards, legislation and manufacturer’s 
specifications. These are designed to keep the workplace, personnel and 
equipment safe from harm.

Give an example of each of the following:

[Note: Your trainer will have these on the Trainer’s Resource 
CD to show you.]

a)  WHS/OHS acts

b)  Codes of practice

c)  Australian and industry standards
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Element 1—Plan Job

Performance Criteria: 1.4

Check the load
Before you can move a load you must find 
out the weight, dimensions and centre of 
gravity of the load. You will need to do 
some calculations.

Theory Training Task 14
Performance Criteria: 1.4

The weight of a load will determine the lifting equipment you will need to move 
it. Always check the weight of a load BEFORE you sling it.

List three ways to find out the weight of a load.

1) 

2) 

3)
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Element 1—Plan Job

0.1t 1t
Conversions

0.1t = 100 kg 0.1 m = 10 cm = 100 mm

1t = 1000 kg 1 m = 100 cm = 1000 mm

Example

1t + 1.7t + 900 kg In this example the weights are in kgs and tonnes. 

1t + 1.7t + 0.9t It’s easier to work out if they’re both in tonnes.

1t + 1.5t + 1t = 3.5t 
(estimation)

Think about the answer before you use a calculator. Round the 
numbers up or down to nearest 0.5 to make it easier to estimate.

Do the estimation. You won’t get a perfect answer, but estimating 
first will help you check your calculations after using the calculator.

1t + 1.7t + 0.9t = 3.6t 
(correct answer)

This is the answer you will get on the calculator.

Estimate the answers to these equations first. Next, find the right answer with a calculator:

a)  0.2t + 2t + 400 kg

Calculator

Calculator

Estimation

Estimation

b)  12.2t + 1.67t + 342.7 kg

Theory Training Task 15
Performance Criteria: 1.4

Before you do calculations, you should estimate  
the answer first. Estimating will help you work  
out if your calculations are correct.
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Element 1—Plan Job

Theory Training Task 16
Performance Criteria: 1.4

Calculate the area of a square. A square is flat.  
The area is how much space the square covers.

Formula:  A2 = L × W
L = length W = width A = area (m2)

a) Calculate the area of a square:
  L = 9.5 cm W = 9.5 cm

Calculate the volume of a cube. A cube is a 3D box.  
Volume is how much space is inside the cube.

Formula: V3 = L × W × H
L = length W = width H = height 

b)  Calculate the volume of a cube with  
these measurements:

 L = 6.2 cm W = 6.2 cm H = 6.2 cm

Calculate the volume of a cylinder. A cylinder is a 3D pipe.  
Volume is how much space is inside the cylinder.

Formula: V3 = � × R × R × L
� = 3.14 R = radius L = length V3 = volume 

c)  Calculate the volume of a cylinder with  
these measurements:

 R = 1.6 m  L = 5 m

L

W

H

L
W

H

R
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Element 1—Plan Job

Theory Training Task 17
Performance Criteria: 1.4

You may need to calculate the weight of an unmarked load. 

For example:

You have to sling and move a five metre length of the steel RSJ.  
The weight of the steel RSJ is 175 kgs per lineal metre. 
What is the total weight of the length of steel RSJ?

Answer: 

Total weight of steel RSJ = length of steel RSJ x weight per lineal metre 
Total weight of steel RSJ = 5 x 175 
Total weight of steel RSJ = 875 kg

a)  Find the total weight of a 7.5 m length of steel RSJ. The weight of the steel RSJ is 
175 kgs per lineal metre. Show all calculations.

 

b)  Find the total weight of a 9 m length of steel RSJ. The weight of the steel RSJ is 
175 kgs per lineal metre. Show all calculations.
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Element 1—Plan Job

Theory Training Task 18
Performance Criteria: 1.4

You may need to calculate the weight of an unmarked load.

a)  Find the total weight of a concrete sewer pipe.

 The dimensions of the concrete sewer pipe are:

 • Outside diameter is 1.6 m. 
 • The pipe is 200 mm in thickness. 
 • The length is 4 m. 
  Note: Concrete weighs 2400 kg per cubic metre. (m³) 

 Show all calculations.

For example:

You have to sling and move a concrete sewer pipe. The dimensions of the 
concrete sewer pipe are:

• Outside diameter is 1.2 m.

• The pipe is 200 mm in thickness.

• The length is 5 m.

Note: Concrete weighs 2400 kg per cubic metre. (m³) 

Answer: 

Volume = 3.14 (PI) × radius × radius × length. (answer = m³)

(Outside diameter) Volume is 3.14 × 0.6 × 0.6 × 5 = 5.652 m³ 
(Inside diameter) Volume is 3.14 × 0.4 × 0.4 × 5 = 2.512 m³

Subtract outside and inside volume calculations to get the m³ of concrete in pipe. 
5.652 – 2.512 = 3.14 m³

Total weight = m³ × weight of concrete per cubic metre. 
Total weight = 3.14 × 2400 kg 
Total weight = 7536 kg
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Element 1—Plan Job

 Theory Training Task 19
 Performance Criteria: 1.4

 You may need to calculate the total weight of a number of different items.

For example:

A truck is loaded with the following items: 

• 20 scaffold boards all 6.1 m in length. (Weight per metre = 5 kg)

• 4 stainless steel plates 3 m in length and 1.5 m in width.  
  (Weight per m² = 312 kg)

• 6 steel RSJ beams all 10 m in length  
  (Weight per metre = 175 kg)

Calculate the total weight of these  
items on the truck.

b) Find the total weight of a concrete sewer pipe.

 The dimensions of the concrete sewer pipe are:

 • Outside diameter is 1.8 m. 
 • The pipe is 200 mm in thickness. 
 • The length is 3 m. 
  Note: Concrete weighs 2400 kg per cubic metre. (m³) 

 Show all calculations.

Continued
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Element 1—Plan Job

Continued

Answer: Number of items × length × weight per metre = total weight

Scaffold boards: 20 × 6.1 × 5 = 610 kgs 
Stainless steel plates: 4 × 3 × 1.5 = 18 m² × 312 = 5616 kg 
Steel RSJ beams: 6 × 10 × 175 = 10500 kg

Add the weight of all boards, plates and beams. 
Total load on truck is 610 + 5616 + 10500 = 16726 kg

a) Find the total weight of all the following items.

• 10 scaffold boards all 6.1 m in length. (Weight per metre = 5 kg)

• 3 stainless steel plates 3 m in length and 1.5 m in width.  
  (Weight per m² = 312 kg)

• 8 steel RSJ beams all 10 m in length. (Weight per metre = 175 kg)

Calculate the total weight of these items on the truck. Show all calculations.

b)  Find the total weight of all the following items.

• 5 scaffold boards all 6.1 m in length. (Weight per metre = 5 kg)

•  5 stainless steel plates 3 m in length and 1.5 m in width.  
(Weight per m² = 312 kg)

• 2 steel RSJ beams all 10 m in length. (Weight per metre = 175 kg)

Calculate the total weight of these items on the truck. Show all calculations.
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Element 1—Plan Job

Theory Training Task 20
Performance Criteria: 1.5

Some loads have specific areas from which they must be lifted. These areas 
may be re-enforced to help distribute the weight evenly when it is being lifted. 
The manufacturer’s specifications may show you the lifting/slinging points for 
a load or they may be marked on the load. 

You need to lift a load where the correct lifting/slinging points are not identified. 

a)  What two things can you do to find the 
correct lifting/slinging points?

1)  

2)  

Performance Criteria: 1.5

Identify the best lifting/slinging points on the load
The lifting points on each load will be different because of the dimensions, type and 
weight of the load. Some loads will have lifting points marked on them.
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Element 1—Plan Job

Theory Training Task 21
Performance Criteria: 1.6

There are a number of different kinds of lifting slings. 

Name three types of slings you may use in dogging work?

1) 

2)

3)

Performance Criteria: 1.6

Lifting equipment
Different loads will need different lifting equipment to lift them safely. Lifting 
equipment is basically everything you use to lift. It includes cranes, lifting gear, 
cages and pallet forks, and workboxes.

Some cranes you might use are: self-erecting tower cranes, mobile slewing cranes, 
non-slewing mobile cranes, bridge and gantry crane, to name a few.

Lifting gear includes: ropes and chains, shackles, slings, rings, eyebolts, clamps 
and many other things. There are different kinds of each.
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Element 1—Plan Job

Theory Training Task 22
Performance Criteria: 1.6

Lay is the direction the wires are formed into strands and the strands are 
formed into the finished steel wire rope.

Theory Training Task 23
Performance Criteria: 1.6

You are required to lift a load using multiple slings.

What is meant by the following kinds of lay?

Ordinary lay

Lang’s lay 

a)  What shape shackle would you use? (Circle the correct one)

• Dee • Bow

b) What type of eyebolts would you use? (Circle the correct one)

• Collared  • Uncollared 
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Theory Training Task 24
Performance Criteria: 1.6

You will need different lifting equipment to lift different loads.

Equipment

Loads

Personnel box Pallet cage Pallet forks Concrete kibble

Wet concrete Brick Stacked Load

Stillage

Gas bottleWorker

b)  Can you lift a worker in a stillage or pallet cage?

a)  Draw a line to match the correct lifting equipment with the load that needs to be lifted.
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Element 1—Plan Job

Theory Training Task 25
Performance Criteria: 1.6

As a dogger it is likely that you will work with many different types of cranes.

a) Below are pictures of different types of cranes. Label them with their correct names.

b) Which of the above cranes is used for the self-loading and unloading of its truck?
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Theory Training Task 26
Performance Criteria: 1.7

 When should you select communication methods and if 
necessary, check communication equipment?

Theory Training Task 27
Performance Criteria: 1.7

 List four (4) methods you would use to communicate with a crane operator or 
other site personnel.

1) 

2)

3)

4) 

Performance Criteria: 1.7

Communication
Think about how you will communicate with 
the crane operator before you start the job. 
You can communicate in a number of different 
ways on the job.
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Element 1—Plan Job

Theory Training Task 28
Performance Criteria: 1.7

When planning the methods of communication you are going to use for a job 
you may need to talk to a number of other people.

 Name four (4) people you may consult when planning the communication methods to be 
used for a job?

1) 

2) 

3)  

4) 

Performance Criteria: 1.8

Special or unusual loads
Sometimes you will need to sling a load 
that is special or has an unusual shape. You 
may need to use different lifting methods 
to keep the load stable and protect it from 
being damaged.
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Theory Training Task 29
Performance Criteria: 1.8

 Where would you find information for lifting special or unique loads?

Theory Training Task 30
Performance Criteria: 1.8

Name three (3) pieces of information you would need to know when lifting 
special or unique loads.

1) 

 
2) 

 
3)
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Element 1—Plan Job

Practical Training Task 1
Element 1—Plan Job

Hazard identification and control 
Your trainer will decide on a dogging job for you to perform. It will involve slinging a selected 
load and guiding a crane operator to move it to a specified location. You will be provided 
with a worksite or simulated work area and the necessary equipment for the task. 

The first thing to do is to evaluate the area and control any hazards you may find.

A. Examine the area chosen by your trainer.

B. Identify any hazards you can find that would affect your dogging task.
(Performance Criteria 1.2)

C. Implement hazard control measures to reduce the risks of these 
hazards causing any injury or damage.

(Performance Criteria 1.3/3.1)

Above head height

Ground level to eye level

Ground level (and below)

Element 1: Competent Not yet competent 

Signature (licensed operator/trainer) Date 


